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DITORIALS | 


Let Us Have Peace 


This Journal is prepared to do everything 
possible to further the work of God’s Kingdom 
and to promote the Forward With Christ pro- 
gram of our church. 


For this reason a frank statement at this time 
is in order. From across our church there 
come reports of individuals, and of at least 
one Presbytery, which are already undertaking 
active measures to precipitate a renewed con- 
troversy over the question of church union. 


The Presbyteries have spoken, far more 
strongly against union than its friends had 
anticipated. There is reason to believe that 
four Presbyteries which voted for union. by 
narrow margins would vote against it should 
the issue be raised again. 


In strongholds of the Friends of Union, such 
as the Presbyteries of East Hanover and Lex- 
ington, the vote for union was only carried 
by surprisingly low margins. In Winchester 
Presbytery, where, so far as we know, no work 
had been done by those opposed to union, the 
vote was so close that a change of two votes 
would have carried the Presbytery against 
union. 


We have maintained from the beginning 
that the overwhelming majority of those in 
the pew oppose union. 


Therefore, we give fair and honest warning. 
If the proponents of union wish to jeopardize 
the very work of -the church itself, by renewing 
this agitation, the responsibility rests fully on 
them. It is our conviction that cooler and wiser 
judgment will prevail and it is our hope that 
those who love our church and its program 
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and work will exercise their influence to stop 
further unhappy strife. Great harm has already 
been done. This is a time when quietness and 
peace is needed. Pharaoh’s servants spoke wise- 
ly when they said: “AKnowest thou not yet that 
Egypt is destroyed?”’. 


This is no time for further strife. Let us 


have peace. 
—H. B. D. 


We May Have— 
Spiritual Power 


If the thinking Christian should be asked 
his greatest personal need it would almost cer- 
tainly be found to be a need for spiritual 
power - power with God and with his fellow 
man. 


With this thought in mind let us consider 
together some of the things we all need to 
remember—the source of power, how it is 
obtained and some of the hindrances to spiritual 
power in the life of the Christian. 


Spiritual power has but one source—God. 
The Psalmist tells us: “God hath spoken once; 
twice have I heard this; that power belongeth 
unto God.” Our Lord, after His resurrection, 
affirmed: “All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth,” and later explained to 
his disciples that they were to receive power, 
“after that the Holy Ghost ts come upon you.” 
This was demonstrated in the years that fol- 
lowed as a small group of rude and unlettered 
men went out to turn the world upside down. 
They had power, the power of God the Holy 
Spirit Who Lived in them and changed them 
from ineffective weaklings to men who were 
the channels of God’s transforming power. 
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How otten, yea how constantly we go out 
to do some work for God, trusting in the arm 
of flesh, in human wisdom and in_ worldly 
methods. No wonder we fail to succeed, as 
God counts success! It is possible that we fool 
others but down deep in our hearts we know 
we have been totally lacking in spiritual power. 


From the fact that the source of power is 
in God alone we come to realize that this 
power must be conferred on us by His Own 
presence in our lives. What then are the con- 
ditions which make such conferral possible? 
What does God require of us? 


One requirement is a cleansed life—a heart 
made clean by the blood shed on Calvary. Un- 
confessed sin; unrepented sin; secret sins; 
un-relinquished ways and habits of the world 
which we know to be stumbling blocks to 
weak Christians but which we are unwilling 
to give up for Christ’s sake. All of these things, 
and many others which we alone know of, keep 
us from receiving the power God would exer- 
cise through us. 


Furthermore, God requires of us a separated 
life, separated in the sense of which Paul writes 
when he begs us not to conform to this world 
(with its practices and standards), but to be 
transformed so that we may prove in practice 
what the plan of God for us really is. Con- 
formity to this world has always been a sure 
insulator against spiritual power. 


The Christian must also realize that there 
is power in the Sword of the Spirit—the Word 
of God. To the worldling this is foolish, to 
the intellectually proud it is passe. But, to 
those who take the Word and use it, without 
question and without apology, it with utmost 
certainty “7s alive and active: it cuts more-keen- 
ly than any two-edged sword: it strikes through 
to the place where soul and spirit meet, to the 
innermost intimacies of a man’s being: tt ex- 
poses the very thoughts and motives of a man’s 
heart.” When dealing with sin and with 
sinners, erudition, philosophy and human rea- 
son stand helpless, but the Word of God car- 
ries power and conviction. 


Power is also inherent in prayer - God’s re- 
leased and unleashed power, as we cry out to 
Him in the name of His Son. As we pray, 
God makes plain His will, gives divine wis- 
dom and imparts His Own almighty power for 
the accomplishment of His purposes. History 
is replete with incidents where those accounted 


feeble—even useless—by the world, have, by 
prayer, become mighty warriors for God. 
Prayer does infinitely more than change our 
psychological outlook—it releases the 
power of the Living God. 


Spiritual power is always dependent on the 
work of the Holy Spirit. Even man’s best 
efforts are futile without the anointing and 
energizing of the Holy Spirit. Paul and Barna- 
bas, the first Christian foreign missionaries, 
were called by the Holy Spirit, sent forth by 
the Holy Spirit and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit. One wonders if today we do not often 
give the one absolute essential—God’s Holy 
Spirit—an almost secondary place in our plans 
and work for evangelism both at home and 
abroad? Certainly it is a fact that there is 
no source of spiritual power aside from the 
Holy Spirit Himself. 


The reader will think of many other aspects 
of the great truth about which we are writing. 
We will mention but one more. 


It is our conviction that where there is to 
be power there must also be love. Personality, 
eloquence, prophetic vision, advanced human 
knowledge, unbounded faith, unlimited gen- 
erosity, selflessness even unto death, all have 
their place but all are completely invalid with- 
out love. This is a love which surrenders all 
to God and which for His sake loves men 
regardless. In such love there is power, a power 
which sweeps opposition against it and which 
always honors and glorifies the Lord. 


Do we want spiritual power? Most of us 
most certainly do. Then let us think on these 
things and take those steps which God would 
have us take. 


It may be later than we think, but it is not 
too late to receive from Him the power which 
will enable us to fulfill His holy will for our 
lives. 


“This priceless treasure we hold, so to speak, 
in a common earthenware jar—to show that the 
splendid power of it belongs to God and not 
to us. We are handicapped on all sides but 
we are never frustrated: we are puzzled, but 
never in despair. We are persecuted, but we 
never have to stand alone: we may be knocked 
down but we are never knocked out. Every 
day we experience something of the death of 
the Lord Jesus, so that we may also know the 
power of the life of Jesus in these bodies of 
ours.” L. N. B. 
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The Great Un-Tapped Resource 


Where are the weeping prophets? Where 
are the people who agonize in prayer before 
the Lord? Where are the congregations which 
pray for their ministers so that they go into 
the pulpit with God’s anointing power which 
stirs and shakes to the very foundations of the 
soul? Where is that burden for the lost which 
takes men and women from their knees to 
carry the Gospel where it is needed most? 


Isaiah says: “And he saw that there was no 
man, and wondered that there was no inter- 
cessor.” 


In the sequestered peace of economic and 
political security we as a people are losing, or 
have lost, or never had, a genuine sense of 
responsibility for others. Nor have we appre- 
ciated and put into practice the tremendous 
fact that God has placed in our hands the 
greatest single weapon for the evangelization of 
the world—PRAYER. | | 


Many of us who have been loudest in af- 
firming our own orthodoxy and demanding it 
of others have been most lacking in appro- 
priating the unlimited power which prayer of- 
fers to accomplish the things we say we want 
the most. 


Our church faces grave problems. They can 
be solved by prayer. The world teeters on 
the brink of chaos but importunate prayer can 
completely change the world situation. 


Because of the great impact of Christianity 
on America we forget that most of the world 
is pagan. There are only five baptized Chris- 
trans in all of Turkey. ‘There are millions of 
unsaved in the areas where our own immediate 
World Mission responsibility lies, millions who 
will never hear the Gospel unless we send it 
to them. Here at home there are other millions 
who live in the twilight zone of proximity to 
the Gospel but for whom there is no effective 
reaching out to bring them to a decision. 


The writer knows there is such a thing as 
a pathological frustration which has adversely 
affected some good Christian people—an over- 
whelming sense of the needs of the world and 
of the Church’s failure to meet that need. But, 
this comes from an unwise introspection on 
the one hand and a failure to realize the great- 
ness and power of the One to Whom we should 


pray. 

As individual Christians, and as a Church, 
we need to take hold of God’s unlimited power, 
released because of believing and _ earnest 
prayer. We need a sense of our own personal 
responsibility to pray, and, as God leads us, 
to act for Him. 


Never has there been a greater occasion for 
Christians to PRAY. Never has God been 
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more willing to hear our prayers. If we will 
but seize the opportunity and exercise the 
privilege which is ours we will have the joy 
of seeing our own lives transformed and their 
energies channeled into the way God would 
have them go. 


“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much.” 


This is still true. Let us put it into practice 


TODAY. 
N. B. 


“IT Have Kept the Faith... 
Henceforth There Is Laid Up for 
Me a Crown of Righteousness.” 


This is the Apostle Paul’s summary of his 
own service and expected blessing. He com- 
mends the Philippians for standing with him 
in the defense and confirmation of the Gospel. 
His aim in Ephesians is that his congregations 
may all attain unto the faith and the knowl- 
edge of the Son of God. He begs Timothy to 
hold fast the form of sound words and commit 
the things he has learned from Paul to faithful 
men who shall be able to teach others also. 


Jude calls on us to contend earnestly for the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints. Of 
the heroes recorded in the eleventh of Hebrews, 
it is written, ““These all died in faith.” 


* * * * * 


Then, may our day toss off, with a sweep 
of the hand, the question of whether or not 
our ministers believe and teach the bodily or 
physical Resurrection of Christ? God uses the 
Resurrection as the sign of His power to work 
in those that believe. Or may we say, well what 
of it, that one who does not accept the Virgin 
Birth directs the choice of candidates for foreign 
mission service? Or, that our theology may 
as properly as not be shaped by those who 
reject the blessed hope of the personal COMING 
IN GLORY of our Lord? And is it entirely satis- 
factory for those who themselves take these 
“broad” views go further and castigate brethren 
who seek to follow Jude’s admonition as self- 
appointed guardians of the faith, or as heresy 
hunters? Is it wrong for the defenders of the 
faith to engage in personalities, but for de- 
fenders of doubters to use personalities as they 
see fit? Are the men of faith to be sacrificed 
with impunity to those who have none? Breth- 
ren, death beds are coming; and it is good to 
forefancy one’s death in order that one may 
not have to fear it when it does come. 


* * * * * 


Soren Kierkegaard’s father openly cursed God 
on a cold barren hill in Denmark; but the 
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shadow of that presumptous sin cast its dread 
over the father and the son, making of each a 
melancholy Dane. 


Abraham Kuyper as a young “liberal” scholar 
joined in the applause when his professor ex- 
plained away the Resurrection of Christ. But 
more than half a century later the grand old 
man of Holland confessed to the agonies that 
had been his ever since for the dishonor done 
that day to his Lord. 


Near the end of his service as a member of 
our board of directors, a fine minister con- 
fessed to a member who had voted on the other 
side of most issues in that board: “I am not 
happy about my voting. I am getting near 
death, and I wish I had voted differently.” 


In my congregation, there was an elderly 
lady who had earlier doubted the Virgin Birth 
of Christ. Then in her age she was unable to 
remember accurately the Lord’s Prayer, and took 
this lapse of memory as God’s judgment upon 
her for her doubts, and as a possible forewarn- 
ing that she was lost. In her deafness and con- 
fusion it was very difficult to bring assurance 
of salvation to her heart. 


* * * * * 


Ten days before his death I visited Colum- 
bia’s true saint, Dr. Wm. M. McPheeters. The 
man of God instructed the young professor: 
“Pray, that Satan may not buffet me too hard.” 
In that last fight with the Adversary, the ser- 
vant of God found his support in the Word that 
he had loved and taught and defended. So 
ten days later, we sang the hymns of victory 
he had chosen and read the lengthy passages 
he had selected from the Bible that were his 
anchor in the hours of the last fight. Of him 
also, it is written: This is the victory that 
overcomes the world—and the flesh and the 
Devil—even our faith. 


One of the roving ambassadors of union 
from the North was asked about Dr. J. G. 
Machen. “Oh,” he replied, “I have a whole 
file on him in my brief case and I want to tell 
you this and this and this against him.” The 
visitor might have been answered by the old 
adage, De mortuis nihil nist bonum. But in- 
stead he was reminded: “Dr. Machen died 
in the faith. That is something I have not 
done, and something you have not done.” Be- 
fore continuing an attack upon this courageous 
defender of the faith let us pause and consider 
Machen’s last words: ‘Tell John Murray that 
I am meditating on the active obedience of 
Christ, imputed to me for righteousness.” In 
the volume on Mid-Century Protestantism 
edited by Professor Nash of Chapel Hill there 
are two articles in which Machen is mentioned, 
and in both current scholars declare Machen 
was nearer right than were his opponents. 
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When the last battle is over, when we have 
met the worst that Satan has to hurl against 
us, will it be: saved barely as through fire; 
or will an abundant entrance be granted us 
into the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ? —W. C. R. 
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How To Be Strong 


“In quietness and in confidence shall be your 
strength.” Is. 30:15. 


We have always been told that “one and 
one make two”; but one and one do not always 
make two: sometimes they make less than 
two, sometimes more; it depends upon what 
you add together. Even in mathematics this 
is true. If you add a minus one to a plus one, 
you get zero for an answer. 


Let us turn to other fields. A farmer buys 
a pair of horses. If one is a good horse and 
the other a balky horse, his team may be worth 
nothing. A good workman and a lazy workman 
do not make two. A Christian nation allied 
with a heathen, wicked nation does not make 
a strong alliance, but a weak, worthless one. 


Sometimes, however, one and one make more 
than two. Two good neighbors working to- 
gether will do more work than the two working 
separately. Two good horses pulling together 
can move a bigger load than the two by them- 
selves. 


May I turn now to the text and to spiritual 
matters. In our text we have an illustration of 
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the fact that one and one make more than 
simply two. Let me give a homely example 
of what I mean. When I was in the Seminary 
I went to Lynchburg twice a month to supply 
a church. I was entertained in the home of 
Dr. Paxton. For breakfast we invariably had 
oatmeal and cream; the best cooked oatmeal, 
and the thickest cream. Oatmeal is a most 
nourishing food, and so is cream; but put them 
together, and you have more than two; you 
have a combination hard to beat, both as to 
flavor and food value. 

Quietness is most valuable. The noise of 
the world does not mean either progress or 
efficiency: machinery is working best when it 
works smoothly; noise in the engine is a dan- 
ger signal. A quiet heart, both physically and 
spiritually, is a fine thing: “My heart is fixed, 
trusting in the Lord’, exclaims the Psalmist, 
when surrounded by enemies, or in trouble. 
A quiet conscience enables a man to sleep well, 
and to live happily. A quiet will, surrendered, 
as the Saviour’s was to the Father’s will, means 
glorious accomplishment: My meat is to do the 
will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His 
work. To be quiet, so that God can talk to 
us; to be quiet, so that God can walk with 
us; to be quiet, so that He can fill us with 
power, and use us in His service: these are 
wonderful experiences! 


Confidence is a vital possession. Faith lies 
at the foundation of all that is worthwhile in 
the world. Without it, our homes would crum- 
ble and fall; without it, our business and our 
banks would be gone; without it, our nation 
would perish; the lack of faith is shaking the 
world to pieces today. But Confidence is more 
than faith; it is farth plus trust and hope and 
assurance. This is the faith which makes heroes; 
heroes who can do the impossible. It makes 
men like Enoch, and Noah, and Abraham, and 
Moses, and Joshua, and the list found in the 
eleventh chapter of Hebrews, which Dr. Jowett 
calls, the Westminster Abbey of the Bible. 


How people covet Strength! Strength of 
body, strength of mind, strength of soul. How 
the world needs strong men and women today! 
the Strength of the Soldier, for there are bat- 
tles to fight, and the foe is strong; the strength 
of the Worker, for there is work, superhuman 
work, to be done; the strength of the Traveller, 
for we are strangers and pilgrims here and the 
way is often rough and hard and dangerous. 
Some men were discussing the question, Which 
is the hardest part of the journey? One said, 
The Start; the breaking away from home and 
loved ones; another said, the End, for we are 
tired and worn after the journey; then Dr. 
Boreham said, and I agree with him, Neither 
the Beginning nor the End, but the weary miles 
that lie between. 

Isaiah 40:31 is a wonderful verse: “But they 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
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strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run and not be weary; and 
they shall walk, and not faint.” Here is 
Strength for the Tragedies of life; strength for 
the Emergencies of life; strength for the every- 


day Experiences of Life. This Strength comes 
to those who in quietness and confidence, wait 
upon the Lord. “In quietness and confidence 
shall be your strength.” Do not one and one 
make more than two? —J. K. P. 


Good Works 


Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Many people in the pews, and not merely 
liberal ministers in the pulpits, express a dis- 
taste for doctrine and theology. They want 
something practical. Well, who can deny that 
good works are practical? 


Unfortunately for those who dislike theology 
and a detailed confessional statement, there 
cannot be much progress in good works unless 
it is known what works are good and what 
works are evil. And who can deny that a 
definition of good works is theological, doc- 
trinal, and creedal? The popular disjunction 
between doctrine and practice, between the- 
ology and life, between knowing and doing, is 
a false one. The theory of practice must pre- 
cede the practice of theory. 


What then are good works? Are they those 
actions a benevolently intentioned gentleman 
may happen to enjoy? Is a substantial donation 
to an orphanage, hospital, or church a good 
work? Strange as it may seem to non-Christians, 
and even to uninstructed Christians, the an- 
swer is that these actions are not necessarily 
good. They may be good; but again they may 
not be. What then makes a work or action 


good? 


Two requirements must be fulfilled before 
an act can properly be called good. The Con- 
fession says, “Good works are only such as 
God hath commanded in his holy word, and 
not such as, without the warrant thereof, are 
devised by men out of blind zeal, or upon 
any pretense of good intention.” 


The first part of this section teaches that 
unless we had the Bible, it would be impossible 
to know what is good and what is evil. To be 
sure, the heathen know that there is a dis- 
tinction between right and wrong; and they 
regularly violate their consciences; but they do 
not know in particular what acts are right 
because their consciences are unenlightened. 
The Biblical revelation is essential to a knowl- 
edge of what works are good. 


The second part of this same section teaches 
the same truth in a negative form. Without 
the warrant of the Bible an act done with good 
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intentions is not a good work. Similarly, the 
blind zeal and arrogant authority of Romanism 
imposes practices, such as genuflection, crossing 
oneself, using holy water, kissing the big toe 
of St. Peter’s image, which are not good works 
at all. Since they are beside the commandments 
of God, they are superstitious practices that God 
abominates. These are the things Paul had 
in mind in Col. 2:18,23, where he speaks of 
the sins of voluntary humility and will wor- 
ship. 


Thus the first requirement for a good work 
is that it be commanded by God. But why was 
it said that a donation to an orphanage may 
not be a good work? Surely God commands 
us to take care of the widows and orphans in 
their affliction. ‘This paradox is removed by 
considering the second requirement for a good 
work. 


“Works done by unregenerate men, although, 
for the matter of them, they may be things 
which God commands, and of good use both 
to themselves and others; yet because they pro- 
ceed not from a heart purified by faith, nor 
are done in a right manner according to the 
word, nor to a right end, the glory of God; 
they are therefore sinful and cannot please 
God, or make a man meet to receive grace from 
God. And yet their neglect of them is more 
sinful and displeasing unto God.” (sec. vii). 


Because a good work must proceed from a 
heart purified by faith, it follows that men’s 
“ability to do good works is not at all of them- 
selves, but wholly from the Spirit of Christ. 
And that they may be enabled thereunto .. . 
there is required an actual influence of the 
Holy Spirit to work in them to will and to 
do of his good pleasure’ (sec. i111). “Thus while 
good works are done voluntarily and not against 
our wishes and desires, they are not the. result 
of a “free’’ will independent of God. God in 
his sovereign grace changes our desires and 
makes us willing. 


In conclusion, for these articles must be 
extremely brief, no matter how great the totality 
of our good works, they do not merit pardon 
for sin or eternal life. Contrary to the mod- 
ernist and Romanist theories of salvation by 
works, Calvinism teaches that when we have 
done all we can, we are still unprofitable ser- 
vants. The Roman notion that some men 
can do actually more than God requires, and 
that the extra merits earned by these men avail 
for other less energetic sinners, is a Satanic 
delusion. Christ alone has satisfied the justice 
of his Father, and he has satisfied it perfectly. 
Deo soli gratia. 
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gers in this man’s town then, . 


ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 94. 
There Is Always a Point of Contact. 


But you must be on the alert for it. The 
point of contact at the well near Sychar was 
“thirst and water.” Our Lord seized it and a 
woman and a whole village were brought to 
Him. The point of contact with the victim of 
bandits on the Jericho road was “wounds,” and 
the Good Samaritan poured in oil and wine. 
The point of contact in the home of Judas, 
on Straight. Street in Damascus, was “blind- 
ness,’ and: Ananias opened Saul’s eyes, giving 
him a spiritual vision. 


In a Southern city, hurrying to catch my 
train, I inquired of a young fellow standing 
on the corner, “Can you tell me where the 
uptown ticket office is?” “No,” he grinned, 
“I’m a stranger here, myself.”” He was a rather 
unusual looking young man, stout and over- 
grown. He had a thick neck and a pair of 
laughing eyes. Hurried as I was, something im- 
pelled me to speak further with him. “Huh,” 
I grunted sympathetically, ‘‘we’re both stran- 
. . but we are 
not strangers to Jesus Christ, are we, old fel- 
low?” And I made an effort to twinkle my 
eye like his. “I don’t know what you mean.” 
He had sobered and looked puzzled. Then I 
said, “But you are a Christian, are you not?” 
“No,” he answered, “I’m a wrestler.” ‘‘Profes- 
sional wrestler?” I inquired. Again the grin, 
as he answered, “Well sorter so, I guess; I’m 
the fellow that’s going to wrestle this local 
chap here tonight. You saw it in the morning 
papers, didn’t you?” I recalled that I had 
noticed the announcement of a “bout” to be 
pulled off that night in the local arena. “Well,” 
I said, “that’s interesting. I wasn’t expecting to 
meet a professional wrestler this morning . . 
Say, do you know what the Bible says about 
wrestling?’”” “No,” his tone -had a doubt in 
it. “Yes, the Bible says, ‘For we wrestle not 
against flesh -and.blood.’ Our big fight is with 
the ‘prince of the power of the air .. . have 
you ever wrestled with that fellow?” A gleam 
of recognition came over his face, as he said, 
“You bet I have, Mister.” “Who got the best 
of it?’ “Well I guess he did.” “Yes, I guess 
so, too. He generally does. You can’t beat 
that fellow . . . Say, I guess you’ve got a Chris- 
tian mother.” His face softened. “I did have, 
Mister . . . Shé was a Christian all right.” “And 
she wanted you to be a Christian, didn’t she?” 
“Yes, Sir, it was her dying request.” “And 
down in your, heart. you would like to be! ... 
and you would love to think you'd see that 


mother again one day . -. up yonder with God; 
sure you would . . . but let mé tell you, you’ve 
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got no hope for it while you are losing the 
wrestling match with that big fellow that gets 
you down ... No, you've got to put him on the 
mat, and the only way you can do it is in the 
strength of Jesus . . . and the only way you can 
claim that power is to accept Christ as your 
Saviour. You can win - with Him! Don’t you 
want to try it?” 

His hand shot out and caught mine in a 
vise like grasp. For an instant his eyes filled 
and his lips quivered with something he seemed 
unable to say, but he was nearly crushing the 
bones in my hand. Then he said, ‘““Thank you, 
Mister . . . God bless you... I'll try!” 


I made my train all right, and next morning 
when I pushed up the curtain in the Pullman 
window we were in the Baltimore station. A 
boy was out there selling The Morning Sun. 
I got the porter to buy me one, and turning 
to the sporting page, I saw under a Columbia, 
S. C. date line a brief item. The wrestler had 
won his match. Needless to say what I prayed 
for then. 
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Does your Will 
include this gift? 


No finer bequest could one make than to 
leave a gift, however small it must be, for the 
advancement of Christ's Kingdom. 


More and more members of the Presbyterian 
Church U. S. are making bequests to our Board 
of World Missions, which uses the funds thus 
received to proclaim the Gospel around the 
world. Some of these legacies are given to 
the Board for its general work, others are re- 
stricted to suit the particular desires of the 
donor. 


If you are thinking of making any type of 
bequest to our Board, we earnestly recommend 
that you consult a good lawyer in drawing 
your will. The following form of bequest should 
be used: 


I give, devise and bequeath to the Board of 
World Missions of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States, a corporation organized un- 
der the laws of the State of Tennessee, with 
offices at Nashville, Tennessee, the sum of 


(or the following prop- 


erty, to wit: >. 


We will welcome the opportunity of discussing 
legacies with you and will assist you in any 
possible way. Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


¥. 
BOARD OF VHORLD Missions 


CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
oat 


77, 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 20 


REV. J. KENNETH PARKER 


The Church And Its Sacraments 


Background Scripture: Matthew 3:13-17; 
26:26-28; 28:19-20; Acts 2:38-41; 10:34-48; 
I Corinthians 11:23-29. 


Devotional Reading: Romans 6:1-11 


Protestant Churches as a whole recognize only 
Supper. The definition of a sacrament in our Shorter Catechism is: 


Baptism, and the Lord’s 
“A sacrament is a_ holy 


two sacraments, 


ordinance, instituted by Christ, wherein, by sensible signs, Christ, and the benefits of the new 
covenant are represented, sealed and applied to believers.’’ We believe that this definition is derived 
from the Scriptures. The only two ordinances which meet the requirements of this definition are 


the two that we have mentioned. Both of these 
are “holy ordinances’; both were instituted by 
Christ, (The baptism of John was different 
from the baptism of Christ, and the Lord’s 
Supper was to take the place of the Passover) , 
both have “sensible signs’; (by sensible we 
mean signs that can be recognized by our 
“senses,” such as sight and taste) ; both represent 
“benefits” of the New Covenant; both are 
“sealing ordinances”; both are applied to “be- 
lievers’, (or to believers and their children, for 
we believe that children of Christian parents 
are included in the “New Covenant” as they 
were in the Old Covenant). The parts of a 
sacrament are two: an outward or material ele- 
ment, and an inner, or spiritual “benefit”, or 
blessing. 


In our Devotional Reading Baptism is men- 
tioned, and we know that it is the inward and 
spiritual baptism that is meant, for it is only 
through this spiritual baptism that these great 
changes can take place. Mere water could never 
do what is done here; it is only a symbol of 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. These verses 
speak of being “buried with him by baptism”, 
in order that we may be raised with him in 
newness of life. We feel that there is no 
reference to mere water baptism, or to any mode 
of such baptism, but to the work of the Spirit. 
John had said, I indeed baptize you with water, 
but He will baptize with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire. The water can only be a “sign” of 
the mighty work of the Spirit in separating us 
from sin, engrafting us into Christ, (regenera- 
tion, or the new birth), and making us par- 
takers of all the blessings which flow from such 
a union. We believe that “There are two 
sacraments - baptism, which symbolizes the work 
of the Holy Spirit, and the Lord’s Supper, 
which symbolizes the sacrificial death of Christ.” 
(A Brief Statement of Belief, paragraph XIII) 


Water baptism and the baptism of the Spirit — 


are associated with each other. When John 
baptized the Saviour with water, the Holy 
Spirit came in the form of a dove and sat 
upon Him. The out-pouring of the Holy Spirit 
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on the Day of Pentecost was followed by the 
baptism of the three thousand converts. When 
the Holy Spirit came upon those assembled 
in the home of Cornelius Peter said, Who can 
forbid water? 


I. The Baptism of Jesus: 
Matthew 3:13-17. 

John the Baptist was preaching, and_ bap- 
tizing the multitudes that came to him in the 
wilderness. He warned them to “Bring forth 
fruit worthy of repentance. He told them that 
there was One coming after him Who would 
baptize with the Holy Ghost and with fire. 

John was surprised when Jesus came to be 
baptized, for he knew that Jesus did not need 
to repent, and he also knew that Jesus was 
much greater than he, so he “forbade him’’, say- 
ing I have need to be baptized of thee, and 
comest thou to me? Jesus replied, Suffer it to 
be so now, for so it becometh us to fulfill all 
righteousness, intimates, (1) that He recognized 
the fact that He, the Son of God, needed no 
repentance, or cleansing from sin, and (2) that 
He was submitting to this as a part of His 
preparation for His ministry. He humbled Him- 
self to become a man, and as one of us, was 
submitting to the ordinance of baptism. 

And Jesus, when He was baptized, went up 
straightway out of (from) the water. The pic- 
ture that presents itself to my mind is this: 
Both Jesus and John, standing in the water’s 
edge, while John takes the running water up 
in his hand, and sprinkles or pours it on the 
head of Jesus, as was customary in these “bap- 
tisms.”” [his satisfies my own conception as 
to the mode, and also as to the use of the prep- 
osition which may mean “out of”, or “from”. 
The idea back of baptism is cleansing, and any 
washing with water, in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, fulfills all the require- 
ments. The essential idea of cleansing or sep- 
aration from sin, is symbolized by water; the 
real cleansing must be the inward work of the 
Holy Spirit, if we are to be dead and buried 
with Christ, separated from sin. 
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II. The Institution of the Lord’s Supper: 
Matthew 26:26-28. 


The account of the Institution of this Sacra- 
ment is given to us in all three of the Synoptic 
Gospels, and in Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians 
(I). John, in his gospel gives additional ma- 
terial connected with the Supper, such as the 
washing of the disciples’ feet, and His dis- 
courses. All of us know, of course, that it was 
while they were eating the Passover, that He 
instituted the Supper, using two of the elements 
that were there on the table. This would in- 
dicate that there is a relation between the great 


Feast of the Jews, and this new Feast. We are © 


told that Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for 
us. We do not believe in Trans-substantiation, 
or the actual turning of the bread and wine 
into the real Body of our Lord. We do believe, 
however, that this Sacrament is more than just 
a Memorial. It is a “means of grace’, and those 
who partake of it by faith feed in a spiritual 
way upon the Saviour Himself, receiving 
spiritual strength and. nourishment. We are 
to continue to observe it, until He comes again. 
It is rightly considered a very sacred and holy 
ordinance, and a man should “examine him- 
self.”’ 


Ill. The Two Baptisms at Pentecost: 
Acts 2:38-41. 


There was first the Baptism of the Holy 
Spirit with all its marvelous results. ‘Then Peter 


preached his “dynamic” sermon, and the people, 


pricked in their hearts, cried out, Men and 
brethren, What shall we do? Peter’s answer is, 
Repent, and be baptized, every one of you in 
the name of Jesus for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
There follows the great ingathering of three 
thousand souls. 


This Baptism with water is followed by the 
evidence of a new birth as we see the beautiful 
picture of a new manner of life. Their hearts 
were filled with joy and gladness. We can see 
that the “sign’’ was followed by the work of 
the Spirit, or rather that the regenerating work 
of the Spirit was followed by the outward 
“sign,” and also the evidence of fruit and good 
works in their lives. Do we always have this 
evidence in the lives of those we baptize? 


IV. The Two Baptisms in the Home of 
Cornelius: 
Acts 10:34-48. 


This well-known scene has been called, “The 
Gentile Pentecost.” The story is familiar. I 
would like to emphasize verse 47: Can any 
forbid water, that these should not be baptized, 
which have received the Holy Ghost as well 
as we? The real, essential baptism was given 
from heaven; how could anybody deny the 
water? And yet he commands the water to be 
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used; he would not omit the “sign.” We do 
well when we carry out our Lord’s commands 
to the letter. 


V. Paul’s “Words of Institution’: 
Corinthians 11:23-29. 


I wish to stop on just two points, for this, 
too is most familiar. 


1. ‘The word “Unworthily,” which causes 
some people to refrain from partaking of the 
Supper. If you will read the context you will 
see very clearly the meaning of this warning. 
The Corinthians, recently converted from their 
heathen customs, were in danger of eating in 
an unworthy manner; in fact, were turning this 
sacred Sacrament into a drunken carousal. We 
are to be thoughtful and reverent. 


2. “Let a man examine himself.”” We must 
not come to the Lord’s Table in a thoughtless 
way. There should be preparation, and with 
the aid of the Spirit, a searching of heart. Some 


of the questions we might ask are these: Do 


we hate sin, seeing its awful character, and turn 
from it? Do we clearly realize what Christ has 
done in expiating our sins? Do we love our 
Saviour? Do we want to obey Him? The answer 
to question 97 in our Shorter Catechism gives 
some of the things we should do. “It is required 
of them that would worthily partake of the 
Lord’s Supper, that they examine themselves, 
of their knowledge to discern the Lord’s body 
[“‘not discerning I Cor. 11:28,29 (Gr. ‘“dis- 
criminate”) the Lord’s body’’], of their faith 
to feed upon him (see John 6:53-56, “Who so 
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life’’-—this is spiritual “eating and drink- 
ing’), of their repentance, love and new obedi- 
ence.~ | 


We can see that the Lord’s Supper is more 
than a memorial: it is indeed, a most sacred 
sacrament. It is a great pity that it has always 
been a center of dispute. It should be a “tie 
that binds’’ the whole Church together. We 
see, however, even today that it separates the 
Church into different groups. This was evident 
at the World Council of Churches. 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 


Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 20 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Christianity In India, Past And Present 


Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”’ 
Prayer 

Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20 

Hymn: “The Morning Light Is Breaking” 
Offering 

Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Last week we looked at India as a land of 
opportunity for the Christian church, and we 
discovered that the opportunity is indeed great. 
This week we want to see how Christianity in 
India had its beginning and what progress it 
has made. We shall also find that there are 
some things we can learn from the Christians 
of India for the enrichment of our own spiritual 
life and the life of the church in America. 


According to tradition, Christianity was first 
carried to India by Doubting Thomas, one of 
our Lord’s apostles. There are indications that 
some of the Indian people have known about 
Christ for a long time, but it is also very evident 
that for hundreds of years there was almost 
no progress in the Indian Church. It was not 
until the latter part of the eighteenth century 
that the present development of Christianity 
in India began. 


Our first speaker will tell us something of 
the life and work of William Carey, the first 
missionary to India in modern times. ‘The 
second speaker will tell of the progress of Chris- 
tianity in India and of the contributions which 
those Christians are now making to their own 
country and to the whole world. 


First SPEAKER: 

William Carey was born in England in 1761 
and was baptized in the Church of England. 
While still a young man, he became convinced 
that the views of the Baptists were true to the 
Scriptures, and he joined that church. He be- 
came a minister in that sect and served as 
pastor of several small, poor congregations. 
During this time he received hardly any income 
from his churches and was compelled to work 
as a shoemaker to support his family. His 
thirst for knowledge was strong, and despite 
the pressure of poverty, he learned Latin, Greek, 
Hebrew, and a goodly amount of natural history 
and botany. 


Carey began to be more and more aware 
of the plight of the heathen and felt it the 
responsibility of the church to tell them of 
Christ. At that time there was little enthusiasm 
for or interest in missionary work. Largely 
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through his efforts the first Baptist missionary 
society was organized in 1792, and the next year 
he and his family sailed for India. He did not 
know of the hardship, discouragement and op- 
position he would meet, but he had the kind 
of faith and purpose to see him through all 
kinds of adversity. 


The story of Carey’s life and work in India 
is one of the most thrilling and heroic episodes 
in the history of the church. It will not be 
possible even to mention all the events and 
accomplishments in this program, much less to 
describe their value to the people of India. 
Several times he lost all his material possessions 
including some of his most valuable writings. 
He lost the members of his family by death. 
For years his life was in danger due to the 
violent opposition of the government and the 
local religious groups. All of these discourage- 
ments did not deter him from his purpose to 
make Christ known in India. He _ preached, 
he taught, he wrote books, and even established | 
a press to print his books. He translated the 
Bible, in whole or in- part, into twenty-six 
Indian languages, and through his _ printing 


press made the Bible accessible to more than 


three hundred million people. He wrote and 
published grammars and dictionaries and pro- 
duced many other valuable literary works. It 
is amazing how many ways Carey found to 
obey the great commission of Christ to deliver 
the Gospel to all nations, and the _ present 
Church in India is proof that the Lord was 
with him to bless his work. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

We noted last week that only about one 
and a half per cent of India’s population is 
Christian. We must remember, though, that 
India is densely populated, which means that 
the Christians number into the millions. The 
church in India is truly a great church, but its 
greatness involves far more than the number 
of its members. 


It is a church which is great in its evange- 
listic zeal. We, who live in a land which is 
predominantly Christian, find it hard to realize 
how great a task they have to lead hundreds 
of millions of their own countrymen to Christ. 
The Indian Christians are devoted to their task, 
and they are making real progress... We would 
do well to catch fire from them. 


It was also called to our attention last week 
that India is a land of extreme poverty and 
ignorance. The church there is not unmindful 
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of these problems and of its responsibility to 
help solve them. The Christian missionaries to 
India have always worked to help the people 
to a more secure material life, and the church 
of India has taken its pattern from the mis- 
sionaries. Today the church is working faith- 
fully and effectively through its schools and 
agencies to combat poverty and _ ignorance. 
Christians in America can learn a lesson from 
this concern of Indian Christians for the whole 
life of their people. 


Another contribution which the church in 
India has made to the life of the country is 
to elevate the status of womanhood. Tradition- 
ally, the Indian woman is looked on as the ser- 
vant and property of the man. The influence 
of the church has done much to change this. 
Not only are women recognized as leaders in 
the church, but in government and education 


as well. 


The leaven of Christianity is working to trans- 
form the life of India. We may be discouraged 
when we see how much is yet to be accom- 
plished, but it is inspiring to observe the great 
strides of advance which have already been made 
in the name and through the power of Christ. 


Women’s Work 


A “GEORGIA HOME” AT MONTREAT 


This has long been the dream of the Women 
of the Synod of Georgia. And some dreams 
do come true. This is one that bids fair to do 
so in the very near future, through the faith 
and works, the prayers and perseverance of the 
Women of the Synod. It was at their request 
that the Synod of Georgia, at its meeting this 
last July, enthusiastically endorsed the idea of 
a Georgia Home at Montreat and authorized 
the Women of the Synod to negotiate the pur- 
chase of a suitable property, if the necessary 
funds could be secured outside the regular 
budget channels, commending the project to 
the generosity of the churches and people of 
the Synod of Georgia. 


The Synod appointed the Moderator to set 
up a committee to serve with him as coun- 
sellors to the Women in these negotiations. 
This has been done. Several meetings of these 
committees have been held jointly. As a result, 
conditional purchase has been made of Hamil- 
ton Lodge. The initial price asked by the owner 
of the property was $23,000, which was lowered 
to $18,000, through the consideration of the 
owner in view of the fact that Hamilton Lodge 
would be used for strictly church purposes. 
The conditions of the purchase call for an 
earnest payment of $500 to be made on the 
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signing of the bill of sale, which has been done, 
a down payment of an additional $5500, on 
or by April 1, 1955, at which time the transac- 
tion will be completed. The balance of $12,000 
is to be paid in three equal annual install- 
ments of $4000, with interest at the rate of 
59% to be paid on the unpaid balance, meaning 
that a payment, including principal and in- 
terest, of $4600 will be due on or by April 1, 
1956; of $4400 on or by April 1, 1957; and of 
$4200 on or by April 1, 1958. 


Contributions should be sent to Mrs. A. L. 
Lee, Treasurer, 418 Herbert St., Cedartown, 
Ga., marked “For Georgia Home at Montreat.” 


Mrs. A. M. Bowen, 

Pres. Women of Synod of Georgia 
Clarence E. Piephoff, 

Moderator of Synod of Georgia. 


What Can We Do To Heal 
the Scars of Conflict? 


For the last 15 years our Southern Presby- 
terian Church has been torn by a conflict rarely 
equalled in church history. The issue——whether 
or not our organization should unite with the 
organizations of the Northern and United Pres- 
byterian Churches, was introduced rather mild- 
ly some years ago, but has grown with intensity 
during succeeding years. . 


We, women, and I am writing as representa- 
tive of a vast majority of our laywomen, have 
taken little part in the discussions. We left 
this mighty decision to those whom we hoped 
and believed to be wiser than ourselves. 


But as the conflict waxed hotter and hotter, 
we have seen and known much that has grieved 
our hearts, and if our hearts have been grieved, 
how much more our Master’s! 


' We have seen many of our church leaders, 
elected to important offices by ourselves and 
others of like standing, using their high posi- 
tions to influence the voting of the pew, all 
the while being supported by the financial 
offerings of both sides. 


We have seen a group in the name of unity, 
persistently destroying the unity of our beloved 
church. We, as women, can’t understand this. 
If our Lord desired that we become one even 
as He and the Father are One, He certainly 
never intended our jumping at one another’s 
throats. We, women, know from experience 
that when we have suggested something which 
engenders controversy in our homes, that how- 
ever good the suggestion, it is best and most 
Christlike to drop it. The preservation of our 
Christian homes takes precedence over our own 
pet schemes. 


How in the name of unity can we destroy 
the unity of our own beloved church? 
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We, as women, have watched some of our 
church leaders, ministers of the Gospel, resort 
to tactics unbecoming in any Christian, to say 
nothing of those who have taken sacred vows 
“to be examples to the flock.” We can’t under- 
stand this. As the Apostle wrote, “Brethren, 
these things ought not so to be.” 


But along with the scars there are also en- 
couraging symptoms in our church today. No 
longer are we seized with sleeping sickness. We 
are aroused. The pew is asserting itself in a 
way not seen since the days of Jennie Geddes. 


Our people are showing convictions and a 
willingness to express them. 


But we are weary of conflict. We long for 
peace in our beloved church. We are willing 
to forgive and pledge ourselves in time to forget 
the scars engendered by this mighty conflict 
if both sides will agree to drop all discussion 
and seek to re-unite our own church. _ If in- 
stead of spending vast sums of money on litera- 
ture, we should apply this to the salvation of 
souls, how the angels in glory would rejoice. 
If instead of praying for or against union, we 
should unitedly pray for a mighty outpouring 
of God’s Spirit, who knows but that we might 
usher in the Kingdom of Heaven! 


If instead of discussing the matter of cor- 
porate union, we devoted ourselves to being a 
united Southern Presbyterian Church, what a 
marvelous front we might display to the world! 
This is as we, the women of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church, feel. 


And this appeal goes out to all our church 
leaders, to all our laymen and laywomen, to 
lay swords aside. Now that the vote of the Pres- 
byteries of the Assembly has decided the matter, 
let’s co-operate to the fullest. Let us allow the 
scars to heal and one and all unitedly ‘Seek 
first the Kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness.”’ 


(Mrs. J. W.) Archie Friend Hassell, 
Greenville, North Carolina. 


P.T.L. CAMPAIGN IN AFRICA 


Many African Christians have volunteered to 
participate in the Pocket Testament League 
campaign of Scripture distribution and mass 
evangelization in Africa. These nationals are 
members of the African Christian church. 


They will also serve as personal workers in 
the great mass meetings which will be held in 


_Africa’s larger towns and cities. Some of them 


will act as interpreters for Pocket Testament 
League evangelists. Many African pastors will 
help in the careful follow-up work which the 
League always does with those who profess con- 
version during PTL campaigns. 
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Alfred A. Kunz, Executive Director of the 
Pocket Testament League, says: | 


‘We regard the enthusiastic spirit of coopera- 
tion among Christian nationals as one of the 
most encouraging portents of the Africa cam- 
paign. If a change is to come in the critical 
affairs of Africa, it must come from within. The 
fact that as a result of many years of missionary 
work there is already in Africa a nucleus of 
earnest, praying, working Christians is one en- 
couraging factor in these days which are so 
crucial for the ‘dark continent.’ 


“It is our earnest prayer that the Lord will 
use the PTL campaign, as well as the marvelous 
work of dedicated missionaries and Christian 
nationals now in Africa, to turn the tide of 
murderous revolt and to set the hearts of Africa 
on fire with the love of God, rather than the 
hate of man.” 


Church News 


The Wote on Church Union 


Presbytery For Against 
_ Congaree 3 43 
‘Tuscaloosa 6 42 
East Alabama 10 55 
Central Mississippi 9 64 
Florida 7 57 
Pee Dee 10 51 
Harmony | 3 5] 
Mississippi 7 28 
Meridian 6 67 
East Mississippi 12 4] 
Augusta-Macon 12 32 
‘Texas-Mexican 19 8 
Central Alabama 0 
Birmingham 29 
St. Louis 27 4 
Transylvania 5 
Albemarle 27 19 
Asheville 31 4] 
Charleston 8 34 
Cherokee 15 26 
Columbia 10 23 
Concord 97 
Holston 23 78 
Kings Mountain 19 57 
Louisiana 21 29 
Mecklenburg 66 
Missouri 24 ] 
Norfolk 57 37 
North Alabama 6 45 
North Mississippi 15 33 

Ouachita 52 a 
Paris 27 33 
Piedmont 7 42 
Potomac 56 9 
Savannah 6 44 
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Presbytery For Against 
Suwannee 46 37 
West Hanover 18 35 
Durant 12 7 
El Paso 55 0 
Mangum 15 5 
Winchester 38 35 
Orange 52 64 
Bethel 15 65 
Central Texas 43 21 
Dallas 65 18 
East Arkansas 44 25 
East Hanover 74 49 
Enoree 20 60 
Georgia-Carolina 8 5 
Granville 46 29 
Guerrant 20 ] 
Lexington. 57 37 
Lexington-Ebenezer 35 16 
Louisville 77 0 
Memphis 42 65 
Mid-Texas | 58 12 
Muhlenberg 20 7 
Nashville 40 15 
Potosi 25 
South Carolina 10 46 
Southwest Georgia 14 30 
Winston-Salem 31 27 
Red River 25 42 
Brazos 103 21 
Western Texas 98 19 
Athens 16 32 
Atlanta 62 107 
Westminster 49 29 
Kanawha 43 36 


Dr. J. A. Jones Elected 
President of Union Seminary 


Dr. James Archibald Jones, pastor of the 
Myers Park Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, 
N. C., has just been named President-Elect of 
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia by 
the unanimous action of the Board of Trustees 
of the Seminary. He will succeed Dr. Ben R. 
Lacy, Jr., who plans to retire from the Seminary 
January 16, 1956. 


Dr. Jones served as pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Henderson, N. C., and has 
been pastor of the Myers Park Presbyterian 
Church since 1939. 


He is a graduate of Davidson College, 
Davidson, N. C.; Union Theological Seminary 
in Virginia, where he was the Thomas Cary 
Johnson Fellow; and has done special graduate 
study at New College in the University of 
Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland. He has re- 
ceived honorary degrees from Hampden-Sydney 
College, Hampden-Sydney, Virginia; and David- 
son College, Davidson, N. C. 


Dr. Jones is known throughout the South as 
a preacher of great power with a deep interest 
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in the educational work of the church, especial- 
ly through the missionary work of his denom- 
ination. In 1950 he conducted the Presbyterian 
Radio Hour for his denomination. He is a 
member of the Board of Trustees of Davidson 
College and of Queens College in Charlotte, 
N. C. He is in constant demand as a member 
of preaching missions and as a speaker at com- 
mencement exercises. Having served as Chair- 
man of the General Council of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States from 1951 until 
1954, he is now a member of the Council and 
a member of its Executive Committee. | 


The new President-Elect of the Seminary is 
also Chairman of the Fields Committee, and 
Vice-chairman, of the Board of World Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. In 1949 he 
was one of two ministers of his denomination 
to be named as members of an interdenomina- 
tional deputation of Christian leaders to the 
mission fields of the world. In this capacity 
he visited mission stations in the Belgian Congo 
and in Brazil, preaching and holding confer- 
ences with missionaries and native leaders. At 
the request of the Board of World Missions and 
the American Presbyterian Congo Mission, Dr. 
Jones made a second trip to Africa in 1952. 


In 1953 Dr. Jones delivered, by invitation, 
one of a series of sermons on ‘“The Reformed 


Faith and American Democracy” in the Na- , 


tional Presbyterian Church, Washington, D. C. 
He is the Moderator of the Synod of North 


Carolina. 
Dr. Jones’ wife, Mrs. Mary Boyd Jones, is 


the daughter of the late Dr. Robert Sherman 
Boyd. Dr. and Mrs. Jones have five children 


who will accompany them to Richmond: Mary 


McNair, a student at Agnes Scott College; James 
A. III, a student at Davidson College; Robert 
Boyd; Ina McAfee; and Anne Herndon. 


Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, 
founded in 1812, is the oldest seminary of its 
denomination. It has had 245 students in resi- 
dence this session. It is supported and con- 
trolled by the Synods of Appalachia, North 
Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia, of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. 


COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTER 
AND HIS WORK 


Atlanta, Ga. — The annual meeting of the 
Committee on the Minister and His Work was 
held here yesterday, with 19 committee mem- 
bers and two staff members attending. Dr. 
Charles H. Nabers of Greenville, S. C., chair- 
man of the group, and re-elected for another 
term, presided over the one-day session. Others 
elected to serve for one year as leaders of the 
Committee were Dr. T. M. Johnston, pastor 
of Maxwell St. Church, Lexington, Ky., elected 
as Vice-Chairman; and Dr. John S. Yelton, 
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Johnson City, Tenn., Executive Secretary of 
Holston Presbytery, as Member-at-Large to the 
Committee. 


The Committee took action to endorse the 


sneral Council’s forthcoming recommendation 
to the _ General Assembly concerning ministers 
and churches which fail to co-operate with the 
total benevalence program of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S}\\ats boards and its agencies. 


Winston-Salem Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem convened 
for its Adjourned Winter Meeting at the George 
W. Lee Memorial Church, Winston-Salem, 
January 25, 1955, at 10:00 A. M. With 28 min- 
isters and 30 Ruling Elders present constituting 
a quorum. The devotional service was led by 
the Rev. J. Garrison, Jr. Presbytery was 
called to order by the Moderator, the Rev. 
Paul Richards, and opened with prayer. The 
Host Pastor, the Rev. Thomas C. Bryan, and a 
group of the ladies of the Church very delight- 
fully entertained the Presbytery. 


The following important business was trans- 
acted by the Presbytery: 7 


The Presbytery voted in favor of church union 
31 for and 27 against. 


The “Forward With Christ Program’ was 
adopted by a unanimous vote and a committee 
set up to prosecute it in this Presbytery. 


The Rev. P. J]. Garrison, Jr., was formally 
installed as Executive Secretary of Church. Ex- 
tension for the Presbytery. 


Ruling Elder Robt. N. Marshall, Chairman 
of the Committee on World Missions, presented 
his report and the Rev. Wm. P. Boyle, a mem- 
ber of this Presbytery and one of our mission- 
aries to Japan gave a very outstanding address 
on mission work in that land. 


Action on the Amendments to the Book of 
Church Order was postponed until the Spring 
Meeting, May 3rd. 


The pastoral relation between the Rev. S. A. 
Burgess, Jr., and the Elkin Church was dissolved 
and Mr. Burgess given permission to labor out- 
side the bounds of the Presbytery for the next 
two years: he plans to spend this time in Scot- 
land doing graduate work and preaching. 


The following commissioners to the General 
Assembly were elected: Ministers - Revs. James 
B. MacLeod and Paul Richards, principals, with 
Revs. Graham C. McChesney and Wm. E. Link 
as alternates. Ruling Elders - C. M. Sprinkle 
of the Reynolda Church and Glenn Nichols 
of the Sparta Church principals with John F. 
Reeves of the West Jefferson Church and D. C. 
Rankin of the Mocksville First as alternates. 
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-byterian Foundation, 


The memorial to the Rev. T. F. Haney, who 
died August 20, 1954, was prepared by the Rev. 
J. B. Gordon and read to the Presbytery by 
Rev. Chester Denham. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet in its next stat- 
ed meeting May 3rd, 1955, the place to be se- 
lected “, the Moderator and the Stated Clerk. 

J. Harry Whitmore, 
Stated Clerk. 


Minister’s Retreat 


Under the sponsorship of the Committee on 
Church Extension of the Synod of ‘Texas, a 
Retreat for the pastors of the Negro churches 
within the Synod was held at Presbytery’s Camp, 
Lake Dallas, ‘Texas, January 10-13, 1955. 


The purpose of this meeting was not to 
single these men out as a special group, but 
to recognize the fact that four out of the five 
had come to us from other denominations, 
three of whom had come within the past year. 
With this thought, the plan was to present the 
program of the Presbyterian Church, and to 
apply it to the particular situations found in 
these newly organized churches. 


The whole Retreat was under the personal 
direction of Rev. Lawrence W. Bottoms, As- 
sociate Secretary of the Division of Negro Work 
of the Board of Church Extension in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Special guest speakers came in, speak- 
ing on different phases of the Church’s program. 
An introductory period was led by Dr. Cecil 
H. Lang, Executive Secretary of the Presbytery 
of Dallas. Using well prepared charts, he pic- 
tured the entire program of our Church on the 
level of Assembly, Synod, Presbytery and the 
Local Church. 


Dr. Joseph M. Gettys of the First Church, 
Dallas, gave three periods of Bible study. Dr. 
Hubert H. Hopper, Director of the Texas Pres- 
spoke on_ stewardship. 
Rev. C. W. Williams of the Ridgeia Church, 
Ft. Worth, presented the Philosophy of Chris- 
tian Education in the Presbyterian Church, and 
this was followed with particular emphasis upon 
different phases of the work by Miss Florine 
Miller, Director of Christian Education for the 
Presbytery of Brazos; and by Miss Elizabeth 
Glasscock, the Director for the Presbytery of 
Dallas. The concluding speaker of the series 
was Dr. John F. Anderson of the First Church, 
Dallas, who presented the subject of evangelism. 


Throughout the three day retreat, periods 
were given for panel discussion, together with 
questions and answers about different phases 
of the Church’s life and work. ‘The general 
feeling seems to have been that this retreat was 


of real value to all those present. 
Cecil H. Long. 
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